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La rge Scale Model Railroading can be
e n j oyed at all levels whether you are a

purest, detail-focused, operational minded,
unlimited or modest budget, or just want to
h ave some fun.

The era of Large Scale model railroading,
sometimes referred to as G scale, really be-
gan about 30 years ago when German manu-
fa c t u r e r L . G . B. began producing large scale
trains that could operate in an outdoor env i-
ronment. North America was a little slowe r
than Europe to embrace Large Scale rail-
roading. The West Coast has the highest den-
s i t y of garden railroaders larg e ly due to the
wa rm ye a r-round climate and lack of base-
ments for indoor empires. Over the last 20
years, American manufacturers have joined
the rush to produce a greater variety of steam
and diesel locomotives, rolling stock and
track, representing all eras of railroading.

U n l i ke the smaller scales, which derive
their track gauge based on the scale, Larg e
Scale has come at it from the opposite direc-
tion. All Large Scale trains are designed to
run on the No. 1 gauge track which has a rail
spacing of 13⁄4 inches or 45 mm. What this
means is that the scale ratio is “adjusted” de-
pending on the gauge you wish to model.
The following scales (ratios) are curr e n t ly
being produced for this No. 1 track: 1:20,
1:22.5, 1:24, 1:29, and 1:32.

When LGB entered this market, it chose
to replicate the 1 meter gauged trains found
across Europe. That scaled out to 1:22.5 re-
sulting in model with strong character and
good physical size. Fo l l owing this strateg y

of using the No. 1 gauge track, a 3 foot nar-
r ow gauge model works out to 1:20.3 scale
and standard gauge (4’81⁄2" gauge) models
would be 1:32, but some are scaled at 1:29
instead. 1:24 scale models should represent
42" gauge prototypes, but this scale is often
used for 36" prototypes simply because
scaling at 1⁄2" to the foot is much easier mul-
tiple to work with.

Prototype narr ow gauge equipment is
p hy s i c a l ly smaller than standard ga u g e
equipment. A narr ow gauge boxcar is typi-
c a l ly 30' to 32' long. A standard gauge box-
car might be 40' to 50' long. When these
models are scaled to run on 45 mm track,
the physical size of the models often wo r k
out to be nearly the same so that when the
models are run tog e t h e r, they look about the
same size though there may be noticeabl e
d i fferences in style and era.

Complicated Scales

To further complicate the picture, each man-
u facturer larg e ly builds to a specific scale
but even at that, models in their port f o l i o
m ay va ry in scale also. LGB is primarily
1:22.5 (due to their European meter ga u g e
heritage). Aristo is at 1:29 (due to a fudge to
m a ke models of standard gauge prototypes
“look” better when placed next to 1:22.5
scale models) and Bachmann equipment
scaled to be between 1:24 and 1:22.5 with
1:20.3 now making an appearance.

Bachmann is now leading the charge into
the 1:20.3 scale with their exquisite shay,
climax, 4-4-0, 2-6-0 and 2-8-0 outside frame
models and with more on the way. Wi t h

time, more manufactures will be joining this
“ t rue” 3 ft. scale.

There is a variety of 1:32 scale models
ava i l a ble but most of it is finescale equip-
ment fabricated in brass. These models are
h i g h ly detailed and V E RY ex p e n s ive. T h e r e
are some plastic models that are close to 1:32
scale. USA Trains steel box cars and some
MDC cars are acceptably close. But for the
most part 1:32 scale modellers must either
h ave ve ry deep pockets or build their ow n .

1:29 scale is the defacto scale of choice for
mainline standard gauge models simply be-
cause the vast majority of ava i l a ble relative-
ly low cost plastic models are manufa c t u r e d
in that scale (Aristo and USA Trains). By
measurements, most of the models are pret-
ty self consistent in dimensions except that
m a ny of the Aristo models are too tall (due
to ex c e s s ive spacing between the trucks and
the carbody) and most of the USA locomo-
t ives are too low (due to small wh e e l s ) .

In addition to ready-to-run equipment,
there are a number of manufactures that pro-
vide detail parts and rolling stock kits.
S t ructure kits, both bridges and bu i l d i n g s
are also ava i l a ble to the modeller.
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by David Knowles

Re c e n t ly I received a telephone call at
home from the Burlington area seeking

i n f o rmation about Lonestar 000 (Tr e bl e - 0 ) .
The inquirer indicated that he hoped to be in
t own later in the week and would like to visit
the library to do some research on the sub-
ject in the model magazines of the day.

For those of you who have never heard of
“Lonestar Tr e ble-0”, it was a precursor of N
gauge. Early model gauges were 3, 2, 1, 0,
then 00 (i.e. double 0). The next size dow n
would have been 000 or triple (treble) 0, this
being a bit clumsy it became “N” ga u g e .
Lonestar was a ve ry early manufacturer that
first produced simple unpowered diecast
push trains. T h ey soon turned to powe r e d
models and a new gauge was born. Other
m a n u facturers entered the market and Lon-
e s t a r ’s products disappeared, but there is
n ow a group that collects the early powe r e d
models! Some years ago I had been asked to
keep an eye out for Lonestar 000 models by
a distant cousin in the UK. I remembered it
but had not seen any for decades. He fin a l ly
s h owed me some in September last ye a r.

In order to prepare for our visitor, I turn e d
to the Model Train Magazine Index on the
i n t e rnet. Now found on the Kalmbach Pub-
lishing Company site at:

h t t p : / / w w w. i n d e x . m r m a g . c o m
it lists some 55,807 articles in 5,595 indiv i d-
ual magazines and 246 books. It indexes a
c o m p r e h e n s ive list of prototype and model
m a gazines (not just Kalmbach publ i c a-
tions). It is kept up-to-date and was updated
on May 7! Some 1,899,374 researchers have
visited it since March 1997. The search
mechanism is simple to use and ve ry eff e c-
t ive. So much so that in minutes I had re-
t r i eved a copy of the Fe b ru a ry 1964 MO D E L

RA I L ROA D E R from my basement and wa s
looking at an article by Ted Brandon de-
scribing this “new” model railway ga u g e .

Our visitor duly turned up and had indeed
seen this article but he spent several hours
l e a fing through magazine from the mid-’60s
looking for adve rtisements etc. for Lonestar
products, their prices, etc. He went away
we l l - s a t i s fied with his research eff o rt s .

What is your current modeling or proto-
type research project? We would like to help

you find the information you need in the ex-
t e n s ive collection which we are assembl i n g
for your use. It would be useful to research
the Model Train Magazine index first and
come down with a list of articles of interest
to you. Howeve r, we have now had the city
hall computer types allow us to access the
site from a computer in the A r c h ives so it is
n ow possible to refine your search there.
(The CRCML computer, howeve r, is a
stand-alone and not on the we b. )

To ny Pearce manages the magazine col-
lection of the Library. Incidentally if you go
to the help page on the Model Train Maga-
zine Index website you will find the follow-
ing advice. “You might also try the C.
R o b e rt Craig Memorial Library, W h i t t o n
Hall, Ottawa City Hall, 111 Sussex Drive ,
O t t awa, Ontario, Canada. T h ey have a larg e
collection of reference materials for the rail-
way enthusiast.”

2 The Inte rch a n ge

Check out OVA R ’s Web Site

w w w. o v a r. c a

I N T E R C H A N G E
YA R D

Classified advertising in TH E IN T E R C H A N G E
Ya rd is free to all OVAR members. Non-OVA R
members: $1 per line, minimum $5. Cheques
or money orders should be made payable to
O VAR. Do not send cash. Ads must include
the advertiser’s name and telephone num-
b e r. Send copy to: Ian Cranstone (addre s s
on back page).

R E QU E S T : old/unused video cameras and
tv/monitors to set up monitoring of hidden
staging areas, with more than one camera
plugging into each tv/monitor. The cameras
do not need to be able to record, only to trans-
m i t a picture. Contact Jacques by email at
jhuppe@magma.ca or by phone at 591-0005.

T I M E TA B L E
Upcoming events of particular

i n t e rest to OVAR members

J u ly 13-20, 2 0 0 3 : TO RO N T O – MA P L E

LE A F 2 0 0 3 NMRA National, I n t e rn a t i o n a l
Plaza Hotel, 655 Dixon Rd. Info: D avid K i n g
(905) 560-6414, e-mail: dlking@wchat.on.ca

h t t p : / / w w w. m l 2 0 0 3 . c o m

1 9 6 8 1 Joe Thomas
1 9 6 9 2 Bob Craig
1 9 7 0 3 Adrian Fre n c h
1 9 7 1 4 “ Toots” Eggert
1 9 7 2 5 Bill Williams Sr.
1 9 7 3 6 Doug MacKenzie
1 9 7 4 7 Tom Hood
1 9 7 5 8 Dave Knowles
1 9 7 6 9 Brian Ludlow
1 9 7 7 1 0 Reg Bilodeau
1 9 7 8 1 1 Jim Jarre t t
1 9 7 9 1 2 Al Craig

1 9 8 0 1 3 Tony Chinery
1 9 8 1 1 4 Odfried We n d l e r
1 9 8 2 1 5 Bill Scobie
1 9 8 3 1 6 Tony Mitchelson
1 9 8 4 1 7 Jim Simpson
1 9 8 5 1 8 Ross Peever
1 9 8 6 1 9 Omér Lavalèe
1 9 8 7 2 0 Bill Erwin
1 9 8 8 2 1 Michel Boucher
1 9 8 9 2 2 Bruce Curry
1 9 9 0 2 3 David Stre m e s
1 9 9 1 2 4 Brian Earl

1 9 9 2 2 5 Dave Ve n a b l e s
1 9 9 3 2 6 Ron Shurtliff e
1 9 9 4 2 7 Carl Swail
1 9 9 5 2 8 Ken Healy
1 9 9 6 2 9 Jim Nelson
1 9 9 7 3 0 Stew Wa l d ron Sr.
1 9 9 8 3 1 David Steer
1 9 9 9 3 2 Marty Phillips
2 0 0 0 3 3 Steve Adamson
2 0 0 1 3 4 Angus Palmer
2 0 0 2 3 5 … … … … … … …

Herb McEwan Car Recipients 1968-2002
(Year/Car #/Recipient)

The Craig Memorial Library re p o rt

Thanks to Barry Innes, we now know that
all of the McEwan cars, except those

listed below, are still with the original recipi-
e n t .

The only car whose location remains un-
k n own is No. 14 that was awarded to the late
Odfried Wendler in 1981.

There are four other cars that were awa r d-
ed to members who have passed away. Fo r-
t u n a t e ly the cars are in the possession of
other OVAR members:

• Ken Healy is the custodian of the No. 2
M c E wan car awarded to Bob Craig in
1 9 6 9 ;

• f o rmer OVAR member A l ex Thum has
No. 4 that was given to George “To o t s ”
E g g e rt in 1971;

• the No. 18 car went to Ross Pe ever in 1985
and is now in the possession of To ny
Pearce; and 

• No. 19 awarded to Omér Lavalèe in 1986
is now with Ron Ritchie.

Locating all the McEwan Cars
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by Bruce Chapman
A L M O N T E : named after a fa m o u s

M exican General.
APPLE HILL: E a r ly settlers camped on

a hill just north of the CP west switch wh e r e
t h ey found all apple trees. When the railroad
was built, the station was named Apple Hill.

A R N P R I O R : named after a district in
S c o t l a n d .

AVO N M O R E : Named after a Scottish
R ive r. When the name was chosen, ‘more’
was added to mean ‘Big Rive r ’ or Avo n-
m o r e .

AYLMER (Quebec): named after Lord
Ay l m e r.

B E L L A M Y : named for fa m i ly of this
name who operated a sawmill and wo o l e n
mill a short distance from the station.

BLUE SEA (Quebec): Named after a
l a ke alongside the track.

B R A E S I D E : Settled by followers of
Laird McNabb, who founded A rnprior and
White Lake, and scenery from the surr o u n d-
ing river reminded them of the highlands of
S c o t l a n d, hence they called the place Brae-
s i d e .

B R I TA N N I A : d e r ived from the we l l -
k n own name of the British Isles.

B RO C K V I L L E : First town incorp o r a t-
ed in Upper Canada in 1832, and given the
name by General Brock, who at that time wa s
Commander of the British forces in Canada.

CAMPBELLS BAY (Quebec): N a m e d
in 1840 after Lt. D. Campbell who served in
Queen Vi c t o r i a ’s forces and was given land
for services in India. A small bay near the vil-
l a g e accounts for the latter part of the name.

C A M S P U R : for the spur leading into
Camp Pe t awawa .

C H E S T E RV I L L E : O r i g i n a l ly called
East Winchester until about 1902 when the
name was changed to Chesterville after
Chester Casselman, then-postmaster.

C O B D E N : named after Richard Cobden
who was an English Pa r l i a m e n t a r i a n .

C O R N WA L L : named after Corn wa l l ,
E n g l a n d .

DAVIDSON (Quebec): named for a
fa m i ly of that name who owned a larg e
s awmill located there.

DE BEAUJEU (Quebec): ( Wi n c h e s t e r
S u b d ivision) named after a large landow n e r
in the district.

D O U G L A S : named after Douglas Mal-
lock, son of the earliest settler.

E G A N V I L L E : named after John Egan, a
l u m b e rman and fa rmer whose holdings

were situated there.
F I N C H : named after James Finch, a for-

mer schoolmaster.
F O RT COULONGE (Quebec): n a m e d

by Gov. Coulonge of the North West Tr a d-
ing Co. who established a Fo rt and Tr a d i n g
Post a few miles from the station.

GREEN VA L L E Y: in 1840, Miss Mary
McDonald named her new hotel ‘Green Va l-
l ey ’ Hotel, hence the name. Prev i o u s ly
k n own as Basswood Corn e r.

H A L E Y S : named after a large landow n-
er by the name of Haley.

HULL (Quebec): named after Hull,
E n g l a n d, the birthplace of a f irst settler,
Philemon W r i g h t .

K AT H M A E : d e r ived from name Kath-
leen and Mae, daughters of former General
Superintendent, J.K. Sava g e .

L OW (Quebec): named after Head Sur-
veyor of the tow n s h i p .

M A N OT I C K : Indian name meaning
‘ L og Island’.

MESSINES (Quebec): name proposed
by a French priest from Messines, Fr a n c e .

M O N K L A N D : named after Lord Monk,
one-time Gov. Gen. of Canada.

M O U N TA I N : named in honour of Right
R ev. Jacob Mountain, D. D., first Protestant
Bishop of Quebec.

N O RTH LANCASTER: named after
L a n c a s t e r, England.

O S G O O D E : named after a British no-
bleman connected with Colonial affa i r s .

OT TAWA : named by Queen Victoria and
made capital of the Dominion of Canada by
h e r. It was form e r ly Bytown after Col. John
B y, who built the Rideau Canal. Ottawa is
an anglicization of Outaouais.

PA K E N H A M : named for General Sir
E d ward M. Pa kenham (1775-1815) killed
while in command of the British forces at
the Battle of New Orleans.

P E M B RO K E : I m m i grants from Pe m-
b r o ke, Wales, settled in what is now the
Township of Pe m b r o ke, it having been
named after their former home. The Vi l l a g e
of Pe m b r o ke prev i o u s ly had names Mi-
ramichie, Moffatt and Sydenham before
taking the Tow n s h i p ’s name.

P E TAWAWA : Indian name meaning
‘ M u rmuring Wa t e r ’ .

P R E S C OT T : named in honor of a distin-
guished British Offi c e r, Maj. Gen. Robert
Prescott, who was Gove rnor of Canada, No-
va Scotia-New Bru n swick (1796-1799).

QU YON (Quebec): (pronounced Kwe e

oh). Indian name meaning muddy wa t e r.
R E N F R E W : named after Renfrew, Scot-

l a n d .
SAND POINT: D e r ived its name from a

long sand point or bar which extends for a
c o n s i d e r a ble distance out into Chat’s Lake
(a widening of the Ottawa River). When the
r a i lway was being built in the early 1880s,
Sand Point was the we s t e rnmost point for a
t i m e .

S H AWVILLE (Quebec): named after
James Shaw, an early landowner in the com-
m u n i t y.

SMITHS F A L L S : (additional) Original-
ly named for Maj. Thomas Smyth, a United
Empire Loyalist, who, in 1784, was given a
grant of 400 acres of raw timber land in this
section as a compensation of his losses on
l e aving the U.S.A. In 1823, Maj. Smy t h
built a rough sawmill and log dam at the
falls on the Rideau Rive r, and the location
became known at Smy t h ’s Falls. This prop-
e rty was torn down in 1827 to make way for
the Rideau Canal. Years later, the spelling
changed to Smiths Falls with the apostrophe
first, then disappearing later.

S T I T T V I L L E : (Stittsville to the unrail-
way types), named after Jackson Stitt, retired
m i l i t a ry man who settled in this district.

S P E N C E RV I L L E : named for the
Spencer fa m i ly, who operated a combined
flo u r, feed and saw m i l l .

W I L L I A M S T OW N : named after
William Johnston, one of the first settlers.

W I N C H E S T E R : named after Wi n c h e s-
t e r, England.

WA LTHAM (Quebec): named after the
City of Waltham, England.

•
Just a couple of comments on the May
OVAR article “Where did those names
come from?” The names on the old CP
M a n i waki Sub. included a variety of ex p l a-
nations. The article mentioned Larr i m a c ,
f o rm e r ly known as “LaCharite” . The CBC
radio morning host John LaCharite is a de-
scendent of the that fa m i ly. Larrimac itself
is a contraction of Larry McCoey, a local
cottager who founded the golf course of that
name. Another stop was Gleneagle, named
after the famous golf course in Scotland. Re
Fa rm Point, one of the locals who once
wo r ked at the Alcan quarry at Fa rm Po i n t
once told me that it was a source of bru c i t e ,
rather than bauxite, apparently something to
do with magnesium. But who know s .

Stan Carl s o n ,Wa ke fie l d ,Q u eb e c

Some more Ottawa Valley names
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Andy Cowan photo

HO-Trak needs a new location for its
meets. What we’re looking for is a lo-

cation that ideally is located between Kanata
and Orleans, more distant locations possible
if well serviced by road. Here are the partic-
ulars:

HOW OFTEN: Beginning in September
2002, about every six weeks, September to
May. Doesn’t need to be regularly available
space; even a single use in a year would be
helpful.

Hours: Ideal Minimum
Friday 1600-2200 none
Saturday 0800-2200 0800-1700
Sunday 0800-1800 0900-1600
SPACE: largely open space totalling ide-

ally about 4,000-5,000 square feet. Pillars
and some obstruction from non-continuous
walls can be worked around.

STANDARD: clean industrial, warehouse
or better

FLOOR: hard surface (hard nap carpet
may be possible if space humidified)

LIGHTING: ceiling direct or indirect,
bright enough to support reading

HYDRO: minimum two 15-amp circuits;
access to circuit breakers desirable

PLUMBING: access to toilet and hand
basin, unisex or segregated

LOADING ACCESS: space to unload
minimum one full-size passenger vehicle,
elevator or not more than one flight of stairs
from unloading door to setup room; stairs,
doors and/or elevators able to accommodate
boxes 6' x 2' x 2'.

PARKING: Public or street parking for
20 cars typically available within one block

SECURITY: ability for group to restrict
access to its area during operations, no
access by others (except security) to set-
up area overnight Friday and Sat-
urday. List of member
names approved for access
can be supplied in ad-
vance.

Other points:

• HOTRAK will not ad-
vertise location; access
is for members and per-
sonal guests only.

• HOTRAK would agree
to visitors from host or-
ganization.

• HOTRAK undertakes to
leave space clean and in

same condition as on arrival.
• HOTRAK doesn’t allow smoking in the

set-up area.

What our club does:

We set up model railroad modules in a free-
form layout which winds around the room
(every layout is different and can accommo-
date different shaped spaces). Typically the
“mainline” length of the layout is up to 300
feet! We have a 30-foot long model of Ot-
tawa Union Station, a 7-track freight yard
and industries and towns all along the line.

Our 30 members bring in their modules
(typically four foot sections) and set up in
about four hours on Friday evening, includ-

ing running low voltage wiring and control
cables along the layout from a central com-
puter. We operate trains (with digital con-
trols and radio traffic dispatching) during
the day Saturday and Sunday; we shut down
about 4 p.m. on Sunday and it takes barely
an hour to take things apart and load them in
members’ vehicles. After that, you’d never
know we’d been there.

One of our approximately eight setups a
year is held at a local club. Until now we
have been fortunate to use a local college
building for the other setups, but it is closing
and we need a new home — or homes, be-
cause we don’t mind using a location only
once or twice if that’s all the time it’s avail-
able.

Our set-ups are not normally open to the
public; friends may come by invitation only.
Of course we’d consider hosting visitors

from a group in exchange for the use of
their space.

Our members are 18 to 78; in our
real lives we are consultants,
electrical engineers, transport
drivers, bankers, military offi-
cers, entrepreneurs and civil
servants.

For more information, please
contact:

Charles Spencer, Vice President
Ottawa Valley HOTRAK Club

office: 613-782-8999
home: 613-230-0598

Check out our club website:
www.hotrak.ca

HO-Trak looks for a new location

Flexibility of HO Trak setup is evident in this setup.
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F i r k i n
R a i l ro a d
M a g a z i n e
I n d e x
E d i t o r ’s Note: TH E IN T E R C H A N G E wo u l d
like to get rev i ews or comments from any o n e
who tries the system described in the ac-
c o m p a nying articl e. It sounds like a re a l
boon to we modellers .

by Rod Goodwin

The Firkin Railroad Magazine Index is a
research tool, a collection of index en-

tries describing articles, photos, etc., found
in various railroad magazines, and runs un-
der the various forms of the Wi n d ows oper-
ating system. It has a unique interfa c e ,
which was designed for maximum flex i b i l i-
t y, and to be ve ry easy to use.

A ny way, back to the beginning. On the
I n t e rnet railroad forums, I encountered
some discussion of the relative merits of
some of the products on the market. One of
the things the people there seemed to be
looking for was something that would tell
them where the photos were. That was like
waving a red flag in front of a bull. Out came
the note pads and pens, and I started to de-
sign a database, which would do the job for
them. I checked out the ones adve rtised in
the magazines, which all seemed to me to be
c o n s i d e r a bly lacking in the user interfa c e .
With some of them, you had to be a database
person to get much out of them, which is un-
d e r s t a n d a ble, as they were designed by data-
base people. Also, some suffer somewhat in
r egard to accuracy. I tried to put myself in
the other guy’s shoes, and went at it from
“ your” perspective .

Searching the database is done by select-
ing various “pointers” for the search. T h e r e
are pointers for many, many ways in wh i c h
you might want to look for an item. As each
pointer is selected, the database is automati-
c a l ly searched and the result displayed for
you, so you can see where you are headed.

The challenge was to keep the index sim-
ple to use, and at the same time keeping it
ex t r e m e ly flex i ble. There is a natural confli c t
b e t ween these two goals. Usually, if it is
easy to use it is rigid, and if it’s flex i ble it’s
hard to use. Fo l l owing is an example of how
I got around this probl e m .

Prototype photos are indexed by location.
The problem is to integrate items identifie d
by place and province/state, place only, or
p r ovince/state only, while catering to the
guy who may have any of these bits of infor-
mation and want to find photos. To accom-
plish this, I am indexing items with place
and province/state as separate pointers.

L e t ’s assume you are looking for CPR
photos taken in Kingston, ON. First, select
the pointer for CNR. You will see a long list.
Then, as you are looking for photos, select
the pointer for “photograph (any)”. The list
will be short e r. Next, select the pointer for
“Kingston”. A still shorter list, and this may
be as far as you have to go. If the list is too
long, then select the pointer for “Ontario”.
A ny individual pointer may be remove d
from the search, so that you don’t have to go
back to square one to change the search. Fo r
instance, you may want only colour photos,
or only locomotives, or only rolling stock, or
o n ly structures, or only photos by a specific

p h o t ogr a p h e r, or …
As you can see, the combinations seem to

be endless. T h a t ’s the flexibility part. Simply
selecting pointers that define what you wa n t
is the easy-to-use part. Powerful, yet easy to
u s e .

A ny way, this project seems to have take n
on a life of its own. Entering all the pointers
that provide the flexibility is a lot of wo r k .
I t ’s a FULL day ’s work to index an issue of
Trains Magazine, because of all the proto-
type photos. On 4 Apr 2002, at 10:45 am,
the database reached 10,000 items. A n d
then there are the inev i t a ble changes. This is
a living index, and it tends to change itself as
we go along. Howeve r, if it is useful to yo u ,
then it is all wo rt h wh i l e .

A demo database is ava i l a ble for dow n-
load at:

fir k i n - s o f t . c a
E N J OY! If you have questions or comments,
email me at wingood@compuserve.com, or
phone me at (613) 256-0551.

There is talk about establishing a designa-
tion system for Large Scale trains that
would remove some of the confusion the
p u blic is experiencing regarding the scales.
The LSOL designations (curr e n t ly a pro-
posal) are as follow s ;

• LS20 = 1/20.3 scale,
• LS22 = 1/22.5 scale,
• LS24 = 1/24 scale,
• LS29 = 1/29 scale and
• LS32 = 1/32 scale.

Note all of which operate on gauge 1 track.

Buyers Will Decide

As evidenced by the proliferation of scales/
ratios ava i l a ble in Large Scale, there are
m a ny interpretations of what is the “ideal”
scale. Each of the scales are based on justifi-
a ble arguments yet are not necessarily inter-
c o m p a r a ble, especially to the purist. T h i s
m i rrors the HO Scale market of years ago
before the NMRA stepped in and estab-
lished industry standards. Should the NM-
RA intervene here also? I suspect not, just
as long the bu yer is aware of the scales and
r a m i fications there of. With time, the marke t
will stabilize on the scales that make sense.

The 1:22.5 and 1:24 scales remain the
chosen ones for narr ow gauge equipment
though 1:20 is quickly gaining ground in
N o rth America and will no doubt become
the reigning scale. 1:29 will like ly remain
the Standard gauge scale despite 1:29 being

the correct scale translation.
Much of the equipment curr e n t ly ava i l a bl e

was originally designed more for the toy
m a r ket than the serious modellers though
this is changing as more scale modellers”
join the move to Large Scale and demand the
higher quality that manufacturers such as
Bachmann and Hartford are responding to.

Since most railroad equipment is large it
d o e s n ’t take much of a scale difference to
add up quickly even in linear measurement.
The difference for a foot for instance, in
LS24 is 1⁄2", in LS22 is 17⁄3 2" and in LS20 is
19⁄3 2". Doesn’t seem like much but it can add
up quickly. Examining a 30' boxcar which is
15" in LS24, it goes to almost 16" in LS22
and to 173⁄4” in LS20. Even using the often
quoted 10 foot rule, a 23⁄4" difference can be
detected if two cars supposedly of the same
length are operated next to each other.

Compromise is with us regardless of wh a t
scale one chooses to model. With the ex c e p-
tion of those modeling to extra fine scale
standards all scales typically use ove r s i z e d
wheels, couplers and rail. If for instance “N”
scale wheel parameters were increased to
l a rge-scale size they would be even more
gr o s s ly oversized than what is typical for
l a rge scale. Small-scale locomotives typi-
c a l ly have compromised dimensions to al-
l ow for oversized wheel flanges and the
need to operate on tighter than prototype
c u rves. In large scale these types of compro-
mises are more easily noticed due to the
l a rger size of the models and hence may be
more objectionabl e .

L a rge scale trains
continued from page 1
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Ian Cranstone photos

Ron New by won the CH A I R M A N’S

CH O I C E for May with his gorgeous ro-
t a ry snow p l ow and auxiliary water car. T h e
t wo pieces were we l l - c o n s t ructed and su-
p e r bly weathered. Ron says the cars were as-
s e m bled during a brief foray into modelling
in HO (Horr i bly Ove r s i z e d, he called it)
scale but he has gone back to the ‘N’orm a l
scale. The units were kitbashed using part s
from Roundhouse, A t h e a rn and Details A s-
sociates. Well done, Ron.

Another attractive model on display wa s
Peter Nesbitt ’s B&B plow flanger that he
built from a Durango Press kit. This On3
beauty was well painted and lettered.

John LeBlanc once again delved into his
collection of HO equipment to produce four
gems from the past. He had a crew bunk car
that was built from a Silver Streak wood kit
in the early 1960s. He also had a supply car
built from a Silver Streak wood kit from the
e a r ly ’60s. John says this car had K-2 brake s .
He notes both of these kits were later issued
in plastic. John also had a boom car bu i l t
from a Silver Streak kit and a 25-ton diesel
l o c o m o t ive crane produced by Tru-Scale in
the early ’60s for $5.95.

B o bby Fa rq u h a r d i s p l ayed an HO wa t e r
car that was an award-winner at the NMRA
meet in Kitchener. It is part of a 10-piece
l ogging work train set he is assembling. T h e

N o n - revenue equipment featured in May

Ron Newby took
C h a i r m a n ’s Choice

with rotary snow-
plow and auxiliary

water car.

Unusual single
truck tank car was
built by Bob Far-
quhar as part of a
10-piece logging
work train, and won
NMRA award at
K i t c h e n e r.

John LeBlanc constructed bunk and supply cars from Silver Streak kits.

Peter Nesbitt built On3 B&B plow/flanger from Durango Press kit.



frame is metal and the tank cast in resin.
Bob also brought out a CPR Atlas S-2 that
he described as a work in progress. He has
plans to add number boards and other de-
tails. He has already installed a new NWSL
can motor and an Alco Soundtraxx sound
u n i t .

G r ant Kno w l e s brought out his two
award-winning models from Kitchener —
the Westside Lumber Co. No. 1 caboose in
On3 and the Jefferson Store. The caboose
was built from a Russ Simpson wood and
styrene kit. It has a scratchbuilt interior, ful-
ly-detailed brake rigging and scads of other
details. The store came from a laser cut kit
that underwent the customary Know l e s i a n
u p grading including a scratchbuilt roof and
w i n d ow details.

Stan Conley d i s p l ayed his HO fire hall
model that was also a winner in Kitchener. It
was made from an American Model Builders
laser kit and will be seen on the SLD’s
switching module.

Jacques T h u o t s h owed us some more of
his deft modelling with his HO scale auxil-
i a ry train cars. In the consist were a crane
and boom car by Ti c hy, a generator car and
an R.P. O. tool car, both from A t h e a rn, a ten-
der from MDC, a brass tank car and some
Juneco flat cars. All were well we a t h e r e d .

A l ex Binkley d i s p l ayed two work train
cars from his S scale Canada Southern. One
was an American Models 46-foot flat car
and the other an S Scale America 10,000
gallon tank car used in work service and al-
so as an auxiliary water car for the CSR’s
tourist train steam engines.

C h a r ls Gendr o n brought an Ove r l a n d
Models HO scale test car that was modifie d
to reassemble the CNR version of this little
beaut and lightly we a t h e r e d .

Don Lege r had an HO model of the Ot-
t awa Central chopnosed RS-18’s. Charls
Gendron chopped the nose and added a slew
of details, Don says, including a new horn ,
numberboards, front headlight, hose clus-
ters and pilot. He also painted and lettered it
for the OCR. A ve ry nice model.

Hugh Laing brought out an A r i s t o c r a f t
RDC-1 in G scale that by anyo n e ’s standards
was a massive model but well exe c u t e d .

Jim J a r re t t had a N scale 3-car Sprinter
set, a British train. The model was originally
produced by Graham Fa rrish but is now be-
ing produced by Bachmann in China.

Eric Smith won the whimsy award for
his dynamometer car which he uses to mea-
sure the tractive power of his HO locomo-
t ives. It would also be handy in the kitchen
or on a fishing trip!
June 200 2 7

Eric Smith showed his home-built  functional “dynamometer car”.

NMRA award-winning caboose was displayed by Grant Knowles.

Charls Gendron kitbashed and painted OCR RS-18 for Don Leger.

Charls Gendron displayed scale test car.

Stan Conley constructed firehall for use
on SLD switching module.

Jim Jarrett brought in British 3-car Sprinter.
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Next Meeting

Long Island
R a i l ro a d

presented by

Gene Collota

D i s p l a y
Your summer pro j e c t

Admission: $20.00
Includes dinner, facilities, program expense, taxes and gratuities. 
F ree parking.

Please note:
If you cannot attend the meeting after saying you would, please call 
Peter Joyce at 841-1950. Thank you.

Tu e s d a y, September 10
St. Anthony Soccer Club Hall

523 St. Anthony Street, Ottawa
(just off Preston Street at the Queensway)

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
Dinner served at 6:30 p.m.

O VA R
D i re c t o r y

2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2

C h a i r m a n : Denis Rule 6 1 3 - 8 2 3 - 3 4 4 0

Vice Chairman: F e rn Lero u x 6 1 3 - 8 3 0 - 9 9 7 9

S e c re t a r y : Mike Shore 6 1 3 - 8 2 9 - 8 8 6 7

Tre a s u re r : Vic Dohar 6 1 3 - 8 2 5 - 7 3 2 8

M e m b e r s h i p : Don Leger 6 1 3 - 7 2 7 - 0 6 0 9

P ro g r a m : Pat Bre n n a n 8 1 9 - 6 8 2 - 5 8 5 9

D i n n e r : Peter Joyce 6 1 3 - 8 4 1 - 1 9 5 0

Video Library: Paul Therien 6 1 3 - 8 2 4 - 8 4 7 7

A rc h i v e s : Dave Knowles 6 1 3 - 7 2 2 - 4 4 7 3

We b m a s t e r : Denis Rule 6 1 3 - 8 2 3 - 3 4 4 0

Web Site: w w w. o v a r. c a


